
Forward: 
This book explores what the Scriptures say about dowsing. It does not discuss the 
mysteriousness of dowsing nor the practical application of its peculiarities. While the 
subject is dowsing, the Biblical teachings and examples used in this writing can carry into 
many other practices. The Bible is not silent on practices and physical objects, which defy 
the natural order. By being open to the Holy Spirit and by diligent Bible study a person can 
get a clear understanding how and why these things work and will no longer need to grope 
in the dark.  

The author has written this story in third person, in an effort to reach more people. The 
characters are imaginary; however, the lessons they teach are very genuine.  

May a sincere love of the truth and for Jesus, the Messenger of Truth, be the keystone of 
mutual love and concern.  

~Lester Burkholder 

  



Dowsing: Treasure or Treason?  
John shuffled to the sink in the milk house with a dejected look. The pipeline washer vat 
was not filling properly again. “Low water pressure because the water level in the well is 
low,” exclaimed the disappointed farmer to Randy, his helper. “This is the third time this 
week the well has run dry!”  

Randy, an ambitious 20-year-old youth, had come from the heifer barn to inform John that 
the young stock were out of water. He remarked, “We are not having a drought, and it still 
seems the well is getting weaker.”  

“We have added more cattle, and with the new baby in the house we are using more water 
than before,” replied John. “Obviously, we need to make some changes.”  

At the breakfast table, after devotions John brought up the subject of the water problems to 
Mary, his wife. “When we purchased this farm the previous owner said the well always 
provided enough water with some conservation. You know for us to pay for the farm we 
had to expand a bit. Now it seems the water supply is insufficient for our needs.”  

“Yes, I know our water needs will continue growing,” stated Mary. “It is inconvenient to 
wait until the water needs in the barn are met before I can start doing laundry. Should we 
consider drilling a new well?”  

“You have been quite patient about it, and I appreciate the sacrifices you have been making 
because of this problem. We probably did not appreciate the blessing of an adequate water 
supply until we ran short,” replied John, as he passed the milk to Randy. “I am getting tired 
of waiting for the well to catch up to our needs, so I guess it’s time we drill a new one.”  

“Where are you going to put it?” asked Randy, excited by the prospect of a variation in his 
daily schedule.  

John looked at Mary, “I never drilled a well before; how does a person decide where to drill 
one?”  

“My uncle Glenn has the ability ‘to smell water’ and can show people where the 
underground waterways are,” suggested Randy. “I am sure he could help decide where to 
drill a new well.”  

“I know that some people apparently have a gift of finding underground water,” countered 
Mary, “and they seem to have reasonable success. Nevertheless, we were taught at home to 
question such things. I could never understand how a person could find water hundreds of 
feet underground by walking around with a stick, and the stick tells them where there is 
water.”  



John pondered these remarks as he ate his cereal. He finally said, “I have known a long time 
already that there are people who ‘smell water’. Some people see it as an acceptable 
practice, and there are others who question it. However, since I’ve never faced this before, I 
haven’t thought how I feel about it. In reality, it is not what I or anyone else thinks, but 
what the Bible teaches, that should be our guide. I need some time to think about this.”  

Choices 
Both John and Mary were faithful members of a conservative Mennonite church and had 
accepted Christ as their personal Savior. Yet as John went about his daily routine he was 
troubled. He tried to recall teachings on the art of divination and remembered very little.  

Picking up the phone he called several laymen and found conflicting opinions. John, a 
troubled man, fell on his knees seeking guidance.  

* * * * * 

Ding! Dong! The dinner bell! John looked up from the part he was welding in the shop and 
glanced at the clock. Only 2:30, too early for supper, but he knew what the signal meant--no 
water. He trudged to the barn and reset the low-pressure switch on the water system so 
Mary could continue washing and the stock could have water.  

Later at the supper table John asked, “Mary, do you have any idea why you were taught that 
‘water smelling’ is wrong? Looking at ‘water smelling’ with a logical mind it seems foolish.  

How can a watch, forked stick, or other simple object tell us there is water hundreds of feet 
beneath the earth’s surface? Yet this practice has existed for a long time and people have 
many testimonies of its success, so it obviously works.”  

“I can’t give you details on our teaching. We were simply taught, ‘If it is not logical; question 
it.’,” replied Mary tasting the pureed peaches before feeding them to baby Sarah. “I never 
asked for details, but accepted it with a child’s faith. I trust the teaching came from a 
parental concern. However, I am sure that if you would ask my parents, they could tell you 
why they feel convicted to refrain from ‘water smelling’; and why they taught their children 
against it.”  

“Why are you questioning this?” asked Randy. “It works, so it has to be good. Do you think 
God would have placed water underground and not given people a way to find it? We need 
water and Uncle Glenn can tell us where it is! It works.”  

“Randy, there are times when we need to think things through. Yes, your uncle Glenn could 
probably tell us where to drill the new well. How does he do this? Is it the right way to 
choose the location for a new well? The radio and the TV also work, but we refrain from 
using them. Just because something works does not make it right. Remember last Sunday 
we had that sermon on the right and wrong choices a man can make. God’s Holy Word does 



not spell out everything in black and white. There are times when we have to search the 
Scriptures and make a decision based on the examples in the Bible,” answered John.  

“Mary, I think asking your parents for more insight is an excellent idea.”  

Some Insight 
Later that evening John made a call to Mary’s parents. After John had told Aaron, his father–
in–law, his problem and the reason for his call there was a period of silence. Finally Aaron 
spoke, “This is a deep subject; one that cannot be fully explained over the phone. Marian 
and I were planning to come soon. Shall we plan to come tomorrow evening? Then we can 
discuss it. In the meantime use Hosea 4:12 for your devotions and ponder it till we come.”  

The next morning after the chores were done and breakfast was over, John opened his 
Bible to Hosea 4:12. John told Randy the reason for using this Scripture. He had told his 
wife the evening before of Aaron’s request and their plan to come for a visit. With an 
inward prayer for understanding, John began to read, “My people ask counsel at their 
stocks, and their staff declareth unto them: for the spirit of whoredoms hath caused 
them to err, and they have gone a whoring from under their God.”  

“My people, ” John started. Thinking out loud he said, “God’s people- people who profess 
God as Lord- today they are called Christians; ‘ask counsel at their stocks,’- Christians are 
asking information at their stocks; ‘and their staff declareth unto them’.”  

“What are these stocks and staff that Hosea is talking about?” asked Randy who was 
suddenly very interested. “Hosea does not say what the people were asking these stocks.  

However it does not take a lot of imagination to see many similarities between this verse 
and using a forked stick and dowsing for water.”  

“Let’s check if the concordance can help us,” said Mary as he reached for it on the bookshelf. 
“Hmmm. According to Strong’s Concordance, a stock is an ordinary piece of wood and a 
staff is a green stick. A staff is asked questions and it answers them. Yes, Randy, I can also 
see a lot of similarities here to a ‘water smeller.’ What does your uncle use to ‘smell 
water’?”  

“He usually goes to the orchard and gets a green fork from a tree,” answered Randy. “He 
can use a watch on a string or even a pliers, but he thinks a green branch works best.”  

“Interesting,” mused John, “let’s go on. ‘For the spirit of whoredoms hath caused them to 
err.’ Now Hosea brings in a single spirit— notice the wording- ‘for the spirit’. He tells us 
where this spirit is from by its description. This ‘spirit of whoredoms’ Hosea is talking 
about is a spirit which is not of God. A Christian who is heeding a spirit from the other 
realm, the realm of Satan, is being unfaithful to God. Remember the beginning of this verse 



‘My People’ are asking questions of the wooden things and through these things this 
adulterous spirit is answering them; telling them the things they want to know.”  

With a puzzled look Mary wondered, “Common wood, earthly green sticks, things of the 
natural earth, and then switching to the spiritual realm; where is the connection? I am 
confused. Can spiritual beings use, for example, a green stick to answer our questions as 
Hosea pointed out? Yes, I questioned ‘water smelling’, but to say Satan is controlling the 
divining rod is not what I really expected to hear.”  

“I feel we have enough to ponder for today,” responded John. “Let’s leave it at this and wait 
to hear what your parents say tonight.”  

“Do you mind if I stay and listen?” asked Randy. “I find this very interesting. I have never 
seen people strive to solve a problem in the manner you and Mary are. I had planned to go 
shopping tonight, but that can wait.”  

“You know you’re always welcome,” replied John, as he wiped Sarah’s face with a 
washcloth.  

A Timely Visitor 
Later that day as John and Randy were busy fixing the PTO shaft of a forage wagon, a visitor 
drove in. “Why, it’s Uncle Glenn,” remarked Randy as he looked out the shop window. “I 
saw him at a family dinner last Sunday and mentioned your well is running low, and that 
you might consider drilling a new one.”  

“Hello, Randy and John,” greeted the smiling, gray haired visitor. “I was just coming by 
when I remembered Randy’s conversation last Sunday. I thought I would stop in. Is your 
water situation any better?”  

“Hello, Brother Glenn. No, it has not changed and even with careful conservation we can 
barely get by,” answered John. “The decision to drill a new well has been made, but we 
haven’t decided where we will put it. Randy has been mentioning your ability to ‘smell 
water’, but I am going to be honest with you. We have some reservations about how that 
works.”  

“Oh, have no fear, it works. Besides, what do you have to lose? I don’t charge for my 
services,” chuckled Glenn. “Just ask Wilmer, your neighbor down the road, or your uncle 
Abraham. I divined their wells and when they drilled; they found water where I told them 
they would.” With a big laugh Glenn continued, “In fact, your Uncle Abraham was so 
confident that they would hit water at the spot I picked out that he had the ditch dug to run 
the water lines before they began to drill. When the drillers hit water, it ran into the ditch 
and washed back into his basement, making a big mess before they got the flow of water 
dammed up.”  



“There is no doubt that you can tell where the water is,” smiled John as he recalled the 
humorous incident, “but what I meant is, how do you do it? How does it work? I would like 
to understand the mechanics of it.”  

“I am not going to lie to you,” answered Glenn with a sober look. “I don’t know exactly how 
‘water smelling’ works. There are those who say it has something to do with electricity, but 
because I do my own electrical work, I recognize that air is an excellent insulator and that 
the soil is a ground for electricity. I have also heard the explanation of something like radio 
waves from the water below, but I understand they also do not travel through the ground. 
That is why radios and cell phones do not work in a tunnel. When I look for a logical reason 
why divining works, I cannot find it. I know that my father, my grandfather, and my great–
grandfather all had the gift of divining water. There is a family story that my aged great–
great–grandfather, after divining over a map, was able to help locate a child lost in the 
mountains by telling the rescuers where to search. Logically, I cannot explain how he did 
that any more than I can explain how my peach branch knows where the water is 200 feet 
underground. However, I feel as long as I am helping someone, that is all that matters.”  

“Are your predictions always accurate?” asked Randy, with an intense interest. “Are there 
ever times when the peach fork does not respond?”  

“In rare cases I fail, and yes, there are times I don’t get a response from the peach fork,” 
replied Glenn, “This happens when a person is along, or the people I am helping do not 
believe in divination. It seems that if another person is along, especially a skeptic, it hinders 
me. If a skeptic is along, and my fork twists in my hand, I like to give the fork to him and tell 
him to try it. Usually the fork will not respond until I stand behind him, reach over his 
shoulders, and place my hands on his forearms. Then the peach fork comes alive and the 
skeptic is dumbfounded. However, I like to be alone when I go looking for water. Then I can 
concentrate better on what I am doing.  

All work had ceased in the shop and the PTO shaft was forgotten as John asked, “You spoke 
of concentration. Could you clarify what you mean by that?”  

After a long pause, while he pondered John’s question, Glenn finally spoke. “I cannot go 
‘water smelling’ while talking with another person, or thinking about anything else. I need 
to be totally focused on what I am doing. It is not like driving a tractor or milking cows 
where you can do the job at hand and have a portion of your mind on something else. 
Divining takes total concentration. I know it sounds silly. . how much concentration does it 
take to hold a stick and walk over the land? But if I don’t deliberately focus on the water I 
am searching for, it will not work.”  

Randy, with eyes full of wonder and a glance at John, asked, “When you say you must 
concentrate or focus on what you are doing, would you say you are asking where the water 
is?”  

“I have never been asked that question in just that way before. Most people focus on the 
mechanics of the practice, not what I think or do. They are more interested in what type of 



stick I use, or how I hold it.” replied Glenn. “In answer to your question you could say I am 
asking. Yes, the more I think about it, asking is exactly what I am doing. As I am divining for 
water, I am asking where the water is.”  

“But who or what are you asking?” countered Randy with his hand spread wide and a 
puzzled look on his face. “The peach fork? The water in the ground?”  

“What do I ask, the peach fork? No. The water in the ground? No. That is not correct either.” 
answered Glenn, rather puzzled. “I don’t really know who or what I ask. I just concentrate. I 
have never been asked these questions before. I just accept it as a gift from God and do not 
question how, or why it works.”  

“When you say it is a gift from God, are you implying it is a spiritual gift, a practice that 
works by spiritual powers?” asked John. “That would explain why ‘water smelling’ does not 
follow the logical natural laws God placed in this universe.”  

“That opens a whole new aspect of explaining divination,” answered Glenn as he glanced to 
his vehicle. “One which I know nothing about and am not comfortable talking about. I can 
perceive by your questions that at the present time you are not ready for my services, 
therefore I think I’ll be going. I have chores waiting at home.”  

“We appreciate your stopping by and your openness in sharing. I think I have gained an 
insight of how you find water,” said John as Glenn prepared to leave.  

At the Supper Table 
As they were eating supper Mary brought up the subject, “I saw you had a visitor this 
afternoon. What was on Glenn’s mind?”  

“Oh, Glenn came to offer his services in finding water. His motive to help a brother in the 
faith was good. As I questioned him with a sincere concern, my perception of ‘water 
smelling’ did not improve,” answered John. “When we questioned him how it works he felt 
we should just accept it because it works. When we probed deeper he did admit there is no 
logical reason for it to work, and that he views the practice as a gift from God.”  

“Could Glenn support that idea from the Scriptures?” asked Mary.  

“No,” answered Randy, “when we started on that subject Glenn became very uncomfortable 
and soon went home. I am looking forward to your parents’ visit tonight. Our devotions this 
morning pointed to a wrong spiritual reason for using earthly things in divination. In our 
discussion with Uncle Glenn, we basically came back to the same thing. He said he does not 
know how it works logically and he views it as a gift from God, which would imply a 
spiritual gift. I cannot fathom how a green stick or any other physical object can be used by 
spiritual powers to find water. I hope your parents can shed some light on this.”  



Aaron and Marian’s Visit 
That evening Mary’s parents with their youngest son Mark, came for the anticipated visit.  

The adults were sitting around the table while Mark played with baby Sarah. After some 
small talk about the weather and neighborhood news, Aaron brought up the subject, “Did 
you study the Scripture I recommended to help you understand ‘water smelling’?”  

“We used Hosea 4:12 for devotions this morning and then had some discussion,” replied 
John, “but we are wondering how physical things on this earth can become involved with 
the wrong spiritual realm as that Scripture revealed. The people were asking a wooden 
stick one moment and the next an evil spirit was answering them.”  

“Let’s study another Scripture to answer that,” suggested Aaron. “Open your Bibles to 
Exodus 20: 3-5.” As they found the verses Aaron continued, “These familiar Scriptures are 
known as the Ten Commandments. They were given to Moses by the divine hand of God for 
the Israelite people. Later they were brought into the new dispensation by the teachings of 
Jesus. Tonight we will study the first two which tell us how to deal with the ‘other gods’, 
namely Satan and his angels. In these verses, we see God telling His people some ways 
Satan uses to deceive those who have made a commitment to God. It is wise for Christians 
to consider the Ten Commandments carefully. They were given especially to God’s people, 
not to the heathen people. Randy, will you read verses three through five?”  

Randy cleared his throat and began to read, “Thou shalt have no other gods before me. 
Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image, or any likeness of any thing that is 
in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the 
earth: Thou shall not bow down thyself to them, nor serve them: for I the LORD thy 
God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto the 
third and fourth generation of them that hate me;”  

“But no concerned Christian would have any involvement with these things!” protested 
Mary. “We would not consider being involved with these ‘other gods’.”  

“That’s correct, Mary,” smiled Aaron. “We like to think we have nothing to do with Satan, 
neither do we use graven images or idols in our worship of God as some do. But what about 
these ‘likenesses’ we are warned about here. Let’s not automatically think we are free of 
these things, but take a close and honest look at what the Bible says.”  

Mary ran her finger over the verses and when she reached the words in question she read, 
“Or any likeness of any thing that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, 
or that is in the water under the earth.” With a puzzled look on her face she reached 
back to the bookshelf and asked, “What are these likenesses? The Scripture describes it as 
anything that is in the heavens above, in this earth, or in the waters beneath this earth. The 
last two descriptions are tangible (things we can see or touch). Let’s see what the definition 
of the Biblical word likeness is in the original Hebrew language.” After a moment she found 



her answer and announced, “The description is an embodiment[i] or a manifestation[ii] of 
favor. Hmm, in other words, the likeness God is warning about is something that Satan uses 
to manifest himself or his power into. The rest of this verse plainly says they are things of 
the earth, things we can see and touch.”  

“Now I want all of you to consider my next questions,” said Aaron seriously. “When Satan 
tempted Eve in the garden, how did he come? In his spiritual form, or in a form Eve was 
familiar with?”  

“He came as a serpent,” replied John. “In fact, the Bible says the serpent was one of the 
beasts of the field, yet it deceived Eve.”  

“When God gave Satan access to Job by removing the hedge of protection around him, did 
Satan present himself in his spiritual form to tempt Job?” inquired Aaron.  

“Job is my favorite person in the Bible,” countered Mary. “Satan used Job’s enemies, the 
Sabeans and Chaldeans, and also the great wind to tempt Job to fall. Father, I can see what 
you are leading to. Satan is an intelligent spiritual being and apparently there are times 
when he has the ability to manipulate physical objects. When the satanic realm uses 
tangible things the second commandment calls them likenesses.”  

“That’s correct,” said Aaron. “Remember the context for the first and second 
commandments is a warning about other gods, Satan and his angels. Therefore these 
likenesses are things in which these other gods place their power. The spiritual powers of 
these other gods are manifested or embodied through these physical likenesses. They become 
a symbol or emblem of Satan’s power. Take special notice of the words ‘likeness of any 
thing… that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth:’ These 
likenesses include physical or tangible things. Plainly speaking, they are simply physical 
tools that Satan uses to deceive God’s people. They are emblems which are energized with 
spiritual power. Therefore they do not always fit the patterns of what is expected from 
physical objects. Most of the spiritual realm is beyond man’s understanding, and far more 
powerful than man. A likeness can be anything we can see or handle, manmade or created 
by God. However, if it has connections to, or is controlled by the ‘other gods’ spoken of in 
the first commandment it is forbidden in God’s Word. Satan could transfer his will and 
power to the serpent. When God gave him the right, Satan controlled Job’s enemies and 
even the great wind. Would it be too hard for Satan to control a dowsing rod?”  

After a pause John replied thoughtfully, “I never considered that Satan could influence the 
physical realm. When you said the likenesses are physical emblems with spiritual powers, I 
realized that this is not a new concept in the spiritual realm. Considering the ordinances 
God ordained for His believers, we can see water used as a symbol to portray the blood of 
Jesus washing away the sins of a convert. Bread and wine for communion and oil for 
anointing are more symbols or emblems, which are tangible elements. Professing 
Christians who use these emblems in faith have a spiritual influence, both to themselves 
and to others. Physically we cannot understand how they work; neither do we expect to 
understand it. We recognize it is from the spiritual realm, which is mostly beyond our 



comprehension. Taking this concept and applying it to the satanic realm is a thought which 
never occurred to me, but the verses we are studying point out that this is possible.”  

“That’s correct,” continued Aaron. “Satan, an evil and deceiving spirit, is a counterfeit of 
God’s plan. He can use the same principles God uses. He has boldly stated, ‘I will be like 
the most High.’ (Isaiah 14:14). Now that we have considered God’s warnings to His people 
concerning their involvement with ‘other gods’ and their ‘likenesses’, do you think it would 
be possible for Satan to control a forked branch if a person asked in faith for hidden 
knowledge?” questioned Aaron as he paged through his Bible.  

After the interested listeners had pondered the question Aaron continued. “Let’s look at 
Hosea 4:12 again. Randy, will you please read it aloud?”  

As Randy was searching the Scriptures a thoughtful look came on his face. After thinking a 
bit he blurted out, “Sorry to interrupt. John, do you remember the haybine PTO shaft we 
were fixing this afternoon?”  

“Yes, Randy,” responded John.  

“These ‘likenesses’ could be compared to a PTO shaft.” Randy continued, “We know it is 
impossible for a pull-type haybine to go out in the field and cut hay without a power source. 
The PTO shaft provides a link to the power source, the tractor. The tractor transfers its 
power into the haybine through the PTO and, as a result the hay is cut. By the same token, 
we find it strange that a forked stick can tell a man unknown things, but it is getting its 
power from somewhere else. The forked stick, just like the PTO, is the connecting link to a 
power source.”  

“That is an interesting perception, and, yes, you are partially correct. According to the 
Scripture the satanic realm operates by deceiving and hiding behind other things to 
mislead unwary Christians,” agreed Aaron.  

“My people ask counsel at their stocks, and their staff declareth unto them: for the 
spirit of whoredoms hath caused them to err,” continued Randy. “We can see the 
principle of transferred power in this Scripture. God’s people asked the wooden object and 
it responded, but it was an evil spirit that was causing the object to communicate. This 
Scripture clearly points to an ungodly spirit.”  

“You are catching on, Randy. Is there anything else in this Scripture that is noteworthy 
besides God’s strong condemnation against His people for serving other gods?” questioned 
Aaron. He looked around the table inviting comments.  

After a long silence Aaron continued, “Notice how the wooden objects are asked and they 
declare. But what is the ultimate goal of the evil spirit? It is to deceive God’s people. Yes, the 
evil spirit made the wooden things communicate, but God’s Word says that it was His 
people that failed. It comes back to the people. Satan is interested in deceiving them into his 
kingdom. The focus of Satan is not the forked stick, but the souls of the operator and the 



beneficiary. We can also see this focus in the second commandment, which we studied. 
‘Thou shalt not bow down thyself to them, nor serve them.’ We are not to bow down to 
them or to serve them. Notice the two levels of deference in this verse; ‘to bow down’ and 
‘to serve’. Serving means to work for, be under the direction of, or become a servant of 
these other gods. When a person utilizes these ‘likenesses’ of Satan, he becomes a servant 
of him. This applies to a practicing water smeller. To bow down means to reverence, to 
apply faith, or to ask. To bow down is a condition of the mind and an act of faith. We can see 
the physical and the spiritual element; both are forbidden when applied to other gods. 
When Satan causes the diviner’s tool to declare, he is not interested in helping the diviner 
find water, but is interested in that person’s soul. Satan knows that it is impossible for a 
person to have God on one shoulder and Satan on the other, and therefore he is willing to 
grant a favor to keep a soul in bondage.  

An Important Connection 
“But why does the diviner’s tool declare in one person’s hand and is silent in the next?” 
asked Randy. “If a forked branch, which is declaring in a diviner’s hand, is a tool of Satan, 
why is it silent when given to another person?”  

“Randy, you compared a PTO shaft to the diviner’s forked stick, as a tangible connecting 
link to another power source, and I said you are partially correct, but there is still another 
important link. When you go out to cut a field of hay with your tractor and haybine, can you 
turn into the hayfield and the haybine will automatically know you want it to cut hay? The 
tractor is running and the PTO is connected. Is that all it takes?  

“I have to shift the PTO into gear,” replied Randy with a quizzical look on his face, “which 
powers the haybine and causes it to work.”  

“Exactly, if the forked stick is a connecting link to spiritual powers to divine for water, why 
doesn’t it work for everybody? What keeps branches from communicating to a person who 
is cleaning up branches after a storm?” questioned Aaron. “Does a person who is cutting 
wood have to fear the branches will begin to move around in his hand as he carries them to 
the brush pile?”  

“I think I know what you mean,” said John. “When Glenn was here this afternoon he said 
that a deliberate focus is needed for his art to work.”  

“You are correct, John,” replied Aaron. “The word to use is faith. Human faith is the 
influence which motivates spiritual powers. It is the key to God and to the other spiritual 
realm. Satan is a created spiritual being who fell by stating, ‘I will be like the most High.’ 
(Isaiah 14:14b) and was then cast out. He now resides in this world, and strives to mislead 
Christians by using powers that are an imitation or a counterfeit of the power of God. These 
‘other gods’ are also spiritual powers and they also respond to faith.[iii] That is why the 
branches carried by the woodcutter or the people cleaning up are unmoving. But when a 
person asks in his mind by concentrating on his desires and places faith in these satanic 



tools, he is indicating his spiritual preferences to both spiritual realms. He is making a 
choice!  Both spiritual realms respond to an act of faith toward another god’s likeness. 
Satan will respond by striving to empower the likeness in an attempt to gain that person’s 
soul.  

For the Christian willing to place himself in this dangerous position, the spiritual realm of 
God will also respond in one of two ways. 1. By using the omnipotent power to hinder 
Satan’s power, thus making the likenesses unresponsive or inaccurate. 2. By departing, thus 
letting Satan’s powers have free course and letting their device declare.[iv] Followers of 
God dare not place any faith or trust in these likenesses, nor have anything to do with them.  

Satan is only allowed to tempt God’s people. However, if a person partakes of the 
enticements offered by Satan; he is caught in a snare (a trap) and may eventually be led to 
destruction.”  

Mary stood up and glanced out the window into a dark night and asked, “Does anyone want 
some tea? Since I have a better understanding of this subject, it causes shivers to go up and 
down my back.”  

“I don’t think tea will help the type of shivers you are referring to, but some tea would be 
fine,” answered Marian. “For myself, I gather much comfort from the verses: ‘Ye are of 
God, little children, and have overcome them: because greater is he that is in you, 
than he that is in the world.’ (1John 4: 4.) A professing Christian, who was also a 
practicing water diviner, quoted this verse as his protection against his questionable 
abilities. He felt justified because he professed Jesus Christ, yet he continued to dabble with 
these questionable arts. He did not consider those four key words ‘and have overcome 
them’. Devoted Christians do not need to fear these evil powers as long as they have 
nothing to do with Satan’s temptations, his powers, and his likenesses.”  

“That is correct,” continued Aaron. “As long as we have nothing to do with Satan, his 
powers are limited to tempting us. We are creatures of choice. If we make the choice to 
follow only God, we are safe from Satan and his fallen angels. Once we make a choice to 
follow or place faith in some of his offerings, we are also opening the door for his  

involvement in our life. A ‘water smeller’ is deliberately choosing to put his hand into the 
hand of Satan for services he can render. Satan will honor this request, but only for a price 
— a great price.”  

Questions?  
“Is there a reason the ability of water smelling often runs in family lines?” asked Randy. 
“Uncle Glenn’s father, grandfather, and more of his ancestors were able to smell water, and 
he feels justified because of this.”  



“Good question,” answered Aaron. “There is a solid Biblical reason that water dowsing 
commonly follows family lines. To answer that question, let’s go back to the same 
Scriptures in Exodus and look at the rest of the second commandment. Go ahead, read 
aloud, John, and tell us what you think.”  

“For I the LORD thy God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the 
children unto the third and fourth generation of them that hate me;” read John. “Well, 
first of all, since the context of these Scriptures is warning about different involvements 
with other gods and their various tools, God is saying that He is a jealous God, implying that 
He wants us to worship only Him.”  

“Look at that part again.” prompted Marian. “Is there anything else that we can glean from 
those few words, ‘for I the LORD thy God am a jealous God’?”  

John pondered the words for a moment and declared, “Yes, there is. The words: ‘the LORD 
thy God’ tell us this Scripture is directed to Christians.”  

“Tonight we are looking into God’s Word studying verses which refer to Satan and the 
physical tools he uses to tempt man. We can see again and again that these Scriptures are 
clearly directed to people who profess His Name,” pointed out Marion looking at John.  

“Why do you suppose the Scriptures make it so plain that these things are directed to God’s 
people?”  

“Until tonight I thought that the principles we are studying would be far from people who 
profess Jesus Christ, but now I am not too sure,” considered John thoughtfully. “My mind 
has many questions. How far does this go? Are there any other practices among us which 
follow this same principle? I believe the reason God made these warnings so plain is 
because we are prone to fail in this area. I can look about and see numerous other practices 
which can easily fall into this same category. One example would be when Christians look 
for insight, healing, favors, or knowledge in ordinary objects which seem to have more 
might than we would normally expect them to. What is God’s response to this? When 
people look to other gods He is jealous, and according to these Scriptures there will be 
consequences. It is not clear in my mind if these commandments stand today. This is the 
Old Testament and some of these old laws and precepts were annulled in the New 
Testament. Are you sure these harsh consequences are still in effect today?”  

“Do you feel the Ten Commandments are no longer valid today?” asked Aaron. Before he 
got an answer he continued, “The Ten Commandments, God’s moral laws were given to 
Moses for all people. They are God’s standards of right and wrong. The first two 
commandments are what God views as right and wrong relating to the spiritual realm. The 
eight commandments following are how God wants His followers to relate to other people.”  

“God also gave another set of laws, the ceremonial laws,” continued Aaron with a nod of 
agreement. “The ceremonial laws were pointing to Jesus as the promised Messiah, 
Sacrificing animals and offering their blood for remission of sin pointed to the shed blood 



of Jesus Christ. The priesthood pointed to the need for an intermediary between God and 
man, now fulfilled by Jesus Christ. The ceremonial law was fulfilled and replaced by Jesus 
Christ.”  

“Today we are required to sacrifice self on the cross, place our complete faith and trust in 
the shed blood of Jesus Christ, and give ourselves fully to God. Since we are in the new 
dispensation there is more required of us than was required in the old dispensation.”  

“Is that what the Bible is talking about when it says: 'But the hour cometh, and now is, 
when the true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth: for the 
Father seeketh such to worship him. God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must 
worship him in spirit and in truth.’?” (John 4:23,24) asked John.  

“These are the words of Jesus to the woman at the well,” agreed Aaron. “And how do we 
worship God in spirit and truth? First we place our complete faith and trust in His Son Jesus 
and have a personal relationship with Him. Also, we live following God's moral laws, the 
Ten Commandments, which Jesus affirmed and expanded when He was here on earth. Let's 
take another quick look at how Jesus explained this in Matthew 5 in verses 21 and 22. Jesus 
referred to Thou shalt not kill and is saying that God now sees anger as murder. The 
commandment Thou shalt love thy neighbor is enlarged to also include loving your 
enemies. (Verses 43,44) The new dispensation brings God's moral law to a higher standard, 
because the Holy Spirt of God now resides within those submitting to His will.”  

“I think I can understand what you are saying,” pondered Mary. “The Pharisees and 
Sadducees tempted Jesus with the question, which is the greatest commandment? He 
replied that loving God with all your being is still the greatest commandment, Jesus was 
taking the First Commandment, “Thou shalt have no other Gods before me” placing it 
into a positive note, and affirming it is still the first and great commandment. Then Jesus 
raised a new standard for His followers. He added love for our fellow man as a 
commandment. Thus He instituted a Christian’s love for God and his fellow man as a 
foundation for Christian living.” (Matthew 22:34-40) 

“It would be impossible to have part with anything relating to other spiritual powers, and 
still be following this teaching of Jesus,” stated Randy as he found the scripture Mary was 
referring to. “This scripture gives no room for anything but a complete devotion to God. 
Anyone who loves God supremely cannot live in disobedience to Him.”  

“We are entertaining some deep thoughts tonight,” remarked John as he skimmed through 
the latter verses of Matthew 5. “I can see the teaching of Jesus brings those who accept Him 
as their Savior to a higher level of accountability than in the old dispensation. Let’s go back 
to the second commandment. Where were we when I questioned it’s validity for today’s 
time?”  

“We were looking at the consequences of those who failed to obey the second 
commandment,” answered Mary. “Randy wondered why dowsing often follows family 
lines.”  



“Now let’s go to the next part of this verse ‘visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the 
children unto the third and fourth generation’. Mary, will you look up the meaning of 
the word ‘visiting’ in your concordance?” prompted Aaron.  “Remember the context of 
these Scriptures is still relating to other gods, but now they are giving the consequences of 
involvement with them.”  

“If we go back to the original Hebrew language the word ‘visiting’ means: to visit, to 
appoint, or to watch over,” pondered Mary. “This is terrible! This means that if a parent has 
an involvement with ‘other gods’ or their tools, his children are going to be influenced to 
the third and fourth generation.”  

“I know this sounds cruel, but it is the Scripture and we know it is divine and cannot be 
wrong,” said Aaron. “Let’s put this into a different perspective. Mary and John, when you 
take Sarah to church, is it just to expose her to God’s Word, to set a good example, and hope 
it will be followed? Is that the only reason?”  

After a long period of thought John ventured, “You mentioned an example, which is fine and 
good. Yes, we are setting an example, yet I would hope that taking her to church would go a 
good bit further. I view it as opening a door. Mary and I are opening a door for Sarah so that 
she can learn of God, His glory, and the way to Him through Jesus Christ. But at the same 
time, through this door opened by the parents, the Holy Spirit can convict, draw, and 
influence a child in ways He could not without this opened door. I remember the teachings 
that I received in church, in my youth, convicted me of mistakes I made. By taking me to 
church my parents opened the door, but the Holy Spirit worked in my heart. I believe there 
were times that the Holy Spirit used everyday happenings to convince me of my lost 
condition and the need of a personal Savior.”  

“As you spoke I had to think of the verse in John 6:44: ‘No man can come to me, except 
the Father which hath sent me draw him’:” continued Aaron. “The Holy Spirit can open 
the door on His own, but the parents’ example is a physical affirmation of what the Holy 
Spirit speaks to the child. It is something tangible that a child can latch onto, and a great 
benefit to convince the child to follow Jesus Christ. You are correct, John. When you take 
Sarah to church, or teach her any Christian attributes you are doing more than just 
exposing her to God and His ways. You also invite God to use the Holy Spirit to convict and 
draw the child to God.”  

“I see what you are trying to explain,” interrupted Mary. “When a parent opens his heart to 
the tools and tactics of false gods, he is also opening a door for his children. He is doing 
more than just setting a physical example, which will be a physical temptation for his 
children. The erring parent is letting these false gods tempt and afflict his children to a 
degree which would not have been present if the parent were free from his involvement. 
God’s Word promises that the children of parents who are willing to associate with God’s 
enemies will lose an element of His divine protection.”  

“B-but, are these innocent children lost?” stuttered Randy.  



“Let’s go to Galatians 6:4,5,” said Aaron quickly. ‘But let every man prove his own work, 
and then shall he have rejoicing in himself alone, and not in another. For every man 
shall bear his own burden.’ When Satan causes an evil thought to come to visit us, and we 
reject it, we are not condemned. Being tempted or afflicted is not the same as committing a 
sin. A person does not sin until he yields to the temptation. There comes a time when every 
person has to make a choice. It is that personal choice, not what his parents did, which will 
either condemn or save that person. We are promised that innocent children are the Lord’s. 
Anyone coming to the age of accountability that accepts Jesus Christ as his Savior, 
renounces Satan, and severs all ties with his former master; can break this curse. The blood 
of Jesus Christ is sufficient for all repented sin.”  

“But what chance did Uncle Glenn have to learn about the dangers of his art?” questioned 
Randy. As far back as he can recall his ancestors practiced dowsing. Now we see according 
to the Scriptures that the spiritual power which causes dowsing to work could also have 
influenced him as a youth. With this double influence what chance did he have, but to 
follow in the steps of his ancestors?”  

“Excellent observation,” said Marian. “This is why we should be concerned that we have no 
ties with these other gods, but that we give ourselves completely to God. Not only is our 
own soul’s salvation at stake, but our children’s eternal destiny is also influenced. Once a 
person accepts the Scripture’s teaching on how dowsing works, he can also see the grave 
spiritual dangers attached to the practice and understand why God views its practice as 
hatred towards Him. When a person evaluates dowsing from the spiritual perspective it 
seems all things fall into their proper place.”  

“I see what you mean. I have heard various explanations of how water dowsing works,” 
mused John thoughtfully as he poured more tea into his glass. “Yet not all of the 
explanations rang true. They were contrary to how we know our physical world works. 
Then there are those who say it is a gift from God, but the Scriptures do not support that 
thought. Tonight is the first time I heard an explanation that is supported from the 
Scriptures. It also fits into our understanding of the physical world. Dowsing for water just 
did not make sense until you helped us to look at it from a spiritual aspect. As we study the 
Bible we can see numerous times where the Scriptures give evidence that there are powers 
of Satan, which are beyond the understanding of man. Such powers are completely off 
limits to the Christian. I thought about the words of Jesus when He said we have to love the 
Lord with all our heart, soul, and might. He said that this was the greatest commandment. 
[v] That is basically what we talked about all evening; ways people can fail by looking away 
from God. Aaron and Marian, we certainly appreciate your guidance. We have spent much 
time learning what not to do in our situation.”  

God’s Way 
“Yes, we still need to drill a well for our water supply,” offered Mary. “Do you have any 
suggestions how we should decide where to drill our proposed well in a way that would 



bring God the honor and glory? Earlier you said Satan’s ways are an imitation or a 
counterfeit of God’s plan. What do you think is God’s plan for people in our situation?”  

“According to the Scripture, what is the first thing God looks for in a Christian?” asked 
Aaron.  

“A complete trust in Him,” answered Mary.  

“God has said that He knows what we need before we even ask Him,” continued Aaron.  

“God knows what you are experiencing. Heartfelt prayers of a believer seeking guidance 
will not be rejected. Is there really a question that God can and will reveal to His followers 
the location of the new well? Would not prayer to God and an answer from Him be more 
credible than to accept the powers of another supernatural force? Especially when this 
force transfers knowledge through a divining rod, forked branch, pendulum, etc? Does 
prayer to God require more faith than that of the dowser exercising his ability? God wants 
us to come to Him, not to His enemy.”  

“I think it is time for us to go home,” suggested Marian. “I hope we’ve not given you an 
overload. We covered a lot of territory tonight and I’ve not heard anything from Mark and 
baby Sarah. I did not have an opportunity to hold her.”  

“I have found this evening very informative. I can clearly understand where dowsing gets 
its power and why we are to remain free from it,” replied John. “We thank you for coming 
and sharing with us.”  

A Week Later 
John and Randy were temporarily rerouting the pasture fence near the house where they 
had removed a portion to let in the drilling machine. The farm was reverberating with the 
constant roar of the big diesel powered well drilling machine. With the constant noise and 
activity it was hard for Randy to stay focused on the job at hand. As the day wore on the 
well drilling machine dug relentlessly into the earth. Not a trace of moisture was present in 
the dust spewing out of the hole. All day John kept an eye on the drilling machine for a sign 
that it had hit a water vein. As quitting time for the drilling crew drew near, John and Randy 
walked over to the drilling site. “Looks like a dry hole,” shouted the foreman over the roar 
of the big diesel. “We are just about at our maximum drilling depth and still no water. If we 
don’t get water till quitting time we will have to call this one a dry hole.”  

That evening at the supper table John was rather somber as he asked Mary, “What do we do 
now? The crew drilled a six hundred foot hole with barely a trace of water. I was confident 
we were doing the will of the Lord by praying earnestly to Him to guide us in this endeavor. 
I certainly don’t want to doubt God when things don’t go our way, yet I was hoping we 
would get water where we drilled.”  



“Maybe we should view this as an opportunity to test our faith,” suggested Mary.  

“Remember when we read how Isaac had to move about, and dig his third well before he 
had water for his flocks. (Genesis 26:17-22) Isaac did not strive or make a big commotion 
when he dug wells that were not satisfactory. He went and dug another one. I feel we can 
take Isaac’s example in our situation. We can seek the Lord’s leading for the location of the 
well at another spot on the farm and continue in faith that God knows best.”  

The Following Day 
As the afternoon sun started its descent into the western sky, Randy and John were 
repairing equipment in the shop. Both were casting occasional glances at the well driller 
working out in the pasture. “What are you going to do if you don’t find water at this 
location?” asked Randy. “There is still dust coming out of the hole.”  

“I hope that will not happen; but if it does, we will seek God’s leading for elsewhere,” 
answered John. “Our faith should not be shattered by one small setback. If we cannot be 
faithful in small things, how can we be faithful in greater things?”  

“But a call to Uncle Glen might save you a lot of expense,” reasoned Randy.  

“Maybe, and maybe not,” answered John. “Divination not only has a spiritual heritage 
affiliated to Satan, but also has a reputation of having fickle results. Concerning the 
financial aspect, what is money compared to our eternal destiny? Randy, remember the 
time the Israelites were wandering in the wilderness and had no water? ”[vi] 

“Are you referring to the time Moses gathered the people together and struck a rock and 
water gushed out?” asked Randy.  

“Correct. Tonight you take your Bible and study that incident in Numbers 20:1-20,” 
suggested John. “First notice where Moses and Aaron went to find water for the people. 
They were not scouting the countryside looking for it. They were prostrate on the floor in 
prayer before the Lord at the tabernacle. That is where God spoke to them. God instructed 
Moses to speak to the rock and instead he struck it twice with a rod. Yet the water gushed 
out and thirsty men and beasts were satisfied. It worked, Randy. Although Moses struck the 
rock twice, instead of speaking to it, the desired result happened, but was it right in the 
eyes of God?”  

“I think that is where God told Moses he would be barred from entering the Promised Land, 
because he did not follow His directions,” mused Randy. “Apparently it was not right even 
though the water appeared.”  

“That’s right, Randy. Moses and Aaron used the correct approach in asking God, God 
supplied, but they failed to place their complete faith and trust in Him,” continued John.  



“First, Moses and Aaron did not follow His directions precisely. Second, they doubted God’s 
plan. Third, they took some of the honor to themselves, instead of giving it to God. Because 
of this, Moses and Aaron were not allowed to enter the Promised Land. If they had to be 
punished for such a seemingly minor mistake, how must it look in God’s eyes when we turn 
to His enemies for answers? No, Randy, I will not consider using a dowser to find water. We 
do not plan to fail as Moses and Aaron did by having a second thought when it comes to the 
application of God’s Word. Mary and I are committed to follow Joshua’s example ‘as for me 
and my house, we will serve the LORD.’ (Joshua 24:15). We have made a commitment to 
God. We are confident that if it is His will, we will find water by His leading. We also know 
what the Scriptures teach about dowsing. Why would we want to have anything to do with 
something that is renounced as sin in the Scriptures?”  

Uncle Glenn Visits Again 
John and Randy were backfilling the ditch where the water line had been placed. “We 
should have plenty of water when this well is hooked up,” reflected Randy. “When we 
drilled the first well I began to have doubts on Aaron’s view of dowsing as a spiritual source 
of power, even though I was convinced when he explained it. But your example of 
faithfulness made me realize I have some improving to do. There are times that we will be 
tested and through these trials we can strengthen our faith.”  

The men did not see they had a visitor until he spoke. “Hello, John and Randy, how are you 
today? I see you have a flurry of activity here on the farm.”  

“Greetings, Glenn,” replied John. “We were busy and did not see you come, and because of 
the noise of the backhoe we could not hear you.”  

“That is fine. I see you found water, since the plumbers are running water lines,” continued 
Glenn with a smile. “How did you decide where to drill your well? You obviously decided 
you did not need my services.”  

“Mary and I did not feel comfortable with water dowsing, but we really could not 
specifically say why until we got more information,” answered John. “Since we now 
understand how dowsing works, and why your forked stick responds, we have been 
convicted that we cannot have any part in the practice.”  

“Did I hear you correctly? Did you say you know how dowsing works, and you know why 
the stick responds to the water?” asked Glenn incredulously. “I practice it and I don’t 
understand it. You mean since you cannot logically explain how it works you don’t want to 
have any part with it?”  

“No, Glenn, that is not what I mean,” replied John seriously. “I know exactly how dowsing 
works. God gives those who seek enough clues in His Word that we can know how dowsing 
works. Glenn, we are brothers in Christ. Are you completely comfortable with your 
involvement with dowsing, or would you be open to what the Scriptures say about it?”  



Glenn took his time to answer John, but finally he said, “I can’t say I am one hundred 
percent comfortable with dowsing. Some of your questions have made me stop and think. 
Most people who ask questions about dowsing want to know about the physical aspects of 
dowsing. You recognized that dowsing has a reasonable rate of success, though logically it 
should not. The skeptics simply reject it and say it does not work or is a fraud. By what you 
said I perceive you questioned it on a perspective I have never considered. At times this has 
caused a still small voice to speak to me, which makes me uncomfortable. I am convinced it 
works, but I am also wondering why and how it works.”  

“Would you like to know how and why dowsing works?” asked John. “May Mary and I, with 
Aaron and Marian, spend an evening discussing not necessarily the practice itself, but what 
the Bible says about dowsing? Would you approach it with an open mind?”  

“Yes, I believe I would,” replied Glenn.  

“Let’s plan that we come visiting tomorrow evening,” responded John. “Then we can 
discuss this some more. In the meantime why don’t you use Hosea 4:12 for devotions 
tomorrow morning and ponder on it until we come?”  

* * * * * 
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[i]  Webster’s Dictionary: embodiment, to embody, to give form, to give definite, tangible or 
visible form.  

[ii]  Webster’s Dictionary: Manifestation, a showing, a form in which a being spirit manifests 
himself, the material or bodily form of a spirit.  

[iii] Heb. 11:1, Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not 
seen. V.3, Through faith we understand that the worlds were framed by the word of God, so 
that things which are seen were not made of things which do appear. Notice the plural use 
of the word “worlds”.  

[iv] James 1:13, Let no man say when he is tempted, I am tempted of God: for God cannot be 
tempted with evil, neither tempteth he any man: (14) But every man is tempted, when he is 
drawn away of his own lust, and enticed.  

(15) Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin, when it is finished, 
bringeth forth death.  

[v] Matt. 22:37, Jesus said unto him, “Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, 
and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. (38) This is the first and great commandment. 
(39) And the second is like unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. (40) On these 
two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.  



[vi] Num. 20:6, And Moses and Aaron went from the presence of the assembly unto the 
door of the tabernacle of the congregation, and they fell upon their faces: and the glory of 
the Lord appeared unto them. (7) And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying, (8) Take the rod, 
and gather thou the assembly together, thou, and Aaron thy brother, and speak ye unto the 
rock before their eyes; and it shall give forth his water, and thou shalt bring forth to them 
water out of the rock: so thou shalt give the congregation and their beasts to drink. (9) And 
Moses took the rod from before the Lord, as he commanded him. (10) And Moses and 
Aaron gathered the congregation together before the rock; and he said unto them, Hear 
now, ye rebels; must we fetch you water out of this rock? (11) And Moses lifted up his hand, 
and with his rod he smote the rock twice: and the water came out abundantly, and the 
congregation drank, and their beasts also. (12) And the Lord spake unto Moses and Aaron, 
Because ye believed me not, to sanctify me in the eyes of the children of Israel, therefore ye 
shall not bring this congregation into the land which I have given them.  


